
	
U.S. CARBON CLUB IN THE ABSENCE OF FEDERAL 

CLIMATE LEADERSHIP, 
CORPORATIONS MUST 
PLEDGE TO MITIGATE 
EMISSIONS TO MEET OUR 
TARGET UNDER THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT 
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The U.S. joined 194 signatories under the 
Paris Agreement committing to limit the 
increase in global average temperature to well 
below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels. The 
central plank for the U.S. Paris pledge to 
achieve carbon reductions of 26-28% below 
2005 levels by 20251 is the Clean Power Plan 
(CPP). CPP is estimated to achieve 
reductions of between 221 and 267 million 
tCO2e in 2025. At the behest of President 
Trump, the CPP will be rewritten. Without the 
CPP rule the 2025 emissions gap ranges 
from 996 to 2,121 million tCO2e in 20252. 
 
While states and cities have been galvanized 
to act on climate despite the new 
administration, significant commitment and 
resources lie with the corporate sector. More 
than 760 business and investors have called 
on Trump to support the Paris pledge. 
While this is a positive signal, en-masse 
active support by U.S. corporations is vital if 
we hope to meet our climate goals under the 
Paris Agreement. Within the next 2 years 
more than 1,200 firms are using or planning 
to use an internal carbon price that is then 
incorporated into business and investment 
decisions.  

																																																								
1http://bit.ly/1xTpzr1	
2	http://go.nature.com/2lKp68s	

 
This corporate resolve must be harnessed in an 
effort to keep climate mitigation efforts moving 
towards the U.S. target despite abysmal and 
alarming federal actions. One effort is to form a 
U.S. Carbon Club (CC) compatible with the 
UNFCCC where corporations pledge to 
purchase a portion of the reductions needed to 
achieve the emissions target committed to by 
the U.S. under the Paris Agreement. This firm 
commitment would catalyze climate friendly 
projects across the country to deliver real, 
verifiable, and permanent reductions. Sectors 
that include agriculture, forestry, wetland 
restoration, fertilizer management, grassland 
conservation, livestock waste management, rice 
cultivation, and fugitive methane emissions 
would be eligible to develop reductions3. These 
registered carbon credits would be delivered to 
CC members in accordance to their pledge in 
return for payment. Members could retire the 
credits to offset their own internal carbon 
footprint or bank them.  
 
This bold effort will advance the U.S. towards its 
Paris goals, put a price on carbon nationally and 
stimulate climate friendly projects throughout 
the country. 
																																																								
3	LULCF	offers	15-18%	CO2	sink	http://bit.ly/2lze2cu 

	

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

“Donald Trump’s would-be climate saboteurs might have hoped that merely 
the mention of their  intention to quit  the Paris Agreement would be enough 
for the climate talks to fall  apart. Exactly the reverse happened: the rest of 

the world pulled together.”  – Jeremy Leggett, chairman of Solar Century 
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